BARRIERS nomesic viotenee survivors
xou MUITICULTURAL o UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES

EGONOMIG

Many abusers keep the survivors finandially
dependent on them, particularly if the survivors
have no legal pupers to work. Economic issues
complicate access to phenes und infernet which help
survivors find out ahout and schedule DV services.
Economic problems also limit access to obluining
fegal help and cause difficulties securing
fransportation to receive services.

LANGUAGE

Many immigranis lack the ability to communicate with the police, DV service providers, or the courts
in English, Many legal documents or DV brochures ure only available in English.

SEXURLITY

The LGBT {Leshiun, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender)
community is often overlooked when considering DV,
Survivors in sume-sex onions run the risk of being

LAGK OF
SHELTERS/SERVIGES

There is a scarcity of shelters and resources for survivors of DY whe:

wisuken for tho bafiorer ARE MEN (GAY OR STRAIGHT) - Oly o handfulof V shelers ccept
I.Eﬂnl ST“TIIE adult males. Many also fimit the age of male children in the shelter
, to under 15 years ofd.
Many immigrants resist seeking help for feur of being HAVE DRUG,/ALCOHOL ADDICTIONS - Most DV sheiers do not accept
deported. Also, many immigrants have left their survivors who have drug or alcohol uddictions even though this may
home countries for fear of police and governmental have been u coping method tu survive the abuse.
agencies there. Batfesers use this fear to control -~
immigrant survivors. - HAVE A DISABILITY - Many DY Shelfers conuot aecommodate survivors
with severe mental iliness or those with physical disubilities,

GULTURAL
DIFFERENGES

Many cultures, particularly among Asian
tommunities, associate sesfous stigma and
shame with leaving @ marriage or
udmitting DV issues.

Alot of DY shelters do not offer colturally
sensitive services fo survivors either Throogh
luck of trafning or funds. For example, aside
from offering services in different lunguages,

- the ahifity 1o offer just cultorally/religiousty
appropriate food can offect how long a
survivor will stay in the shelter.
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ISOLATION

Survivers, especially. recent immigeants, are offen isolated

from the support network of family or friends who are in home countriss.
It's easy for the batterer to keep the survivor isolated by not allowing

hex/him 1o work, learn English, or muke new friends,
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